
The Middle East and North Africa



North African Countries

• Algeria

• Chad

• Egypt

• Libya

• Sudan

• Niger

• Mali

• Mauritania

• Western Sahara

• Morocco

• Tunisia



Middle Eastern Countries

• We will break the Middle East down into 4 sub 
regions:

– Eastern Mediterranean

– Northeast

– Arabian Peninsula

– Central Asia



Eastern Mediterranean

• Syria

• Jordan

• Lebanon

• Israel

• Palestinian territories



Northeast

• Iran 

• Iraq

• Turkey



Arabian Peninsula

• Bahrain

• Kuwait

• Oman

• Qatar

• Saudi Arabia

• United Arab Emirates

• Yemen



Central Asia

• Western Section

– Georgia

– Armenia

– Azerbaijan

• Eastern Section “the 6 
stans”

– Uzbekistan

– Turkmenistan

– Kyrgyzstan

– Tajikistan

– Afghanistan



Physical Features of North Africa 
and the Middle East



Mediterranean Sea

• This “highway” has allowed cultural influences 
to spread throughout this region, influencing 
Africa, Asia, as well as Europe.

• Connects to Red Sea through the Suez Canal





Physical Features of the ME/NA
Sahara Desert

• The world’s largest desert.

• It is larger than the US and covers much of 
North Africa. 

• The Sahara has been a barrier between the 
cultural groups of Africa.





The Nile River-

• The world’s longest 
river

• Flowing from central 
Africa 
(Ethiopia/Uganda) 
northward to the 
Mediterranean Sea. 

• This river has been the 
“life blood” of 
Egyptian Civilizations.



• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cFMFci7g
SrM&list=PL45F3A2A2BB46B5C4

• Struggle Over the Nile

– https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sLiHEUSM1I0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cFMFci7gSrM&list=PL45F3A2A2BB46B5C4






Gustave the Crocodile

• http://adventure.nationalgeographic.com/200
5/03/gustave-crocodile/michael-mcrae-text

• Catching the Worlds Deadliest Crocodile

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_UZk1ZL
nJAg

http://adventure.nationalgeographic.com/2005/03/gustave-crocodile/michael-mcrae-text




• For centuries the Egyptian civilizations have 
pumped water from the Nile to irrigate their 
fields.





• The Suez Canal is located in Egypt.

• Egypt is an ally of the United States.





TEXTBOOK- go to pages 366-367
CHOKE POINT: Suez Canal

• What is a choke point?

• How much of the world’s oil passes through a 
choke point?

• What two larger bodies of water are 
connected through the Suez Canal?

• Why is the Suez Canal important?

• Does the Suez Canal make $ for Egypt?



• The Red Sea- This narrow 
sea divides Africa and Asia.

• Gulf of Suez (Suez Canal) 
connects the Red Sea to the 
Mediterranean Sea

• Contains some the worlds 
saltiest seawater

• Gets its name from algae 
blooms dying and turning a 
reddish-brown color

Physical Features of the ME/NA



The Red Sea



The Dead Sea

• Lies more than 1300 
feet below sea level

• Lowest body of water 
on earth

• Landlocked between 
Israel and Jordan

• Shrinking in size



Jordan River
• Flows into Sea of Galilee

• Empties into the Dead 
Sea



Tigris and Euphrates

• Euphrates originates in 
Turkey and provides all 
the water to Syria

• Euphrates River= 2235 
miles long

• Tigris River= 1180 miles 
long

• Home to ancient 
civilizations. 
Mesopotamia means 
“between two rivers”



Arabian Peninsula

• Contains Saudi Arabia and 
other Arab countries.

• For the most part, the 
Arabian Peninsula is desert 
with an arid climate

• Red Sea borders the Arabian 
Peninsula to the East



Arabian Peninsula

• Persian Gulf borders 
to the East

• Gulf of Aden and 
Arabian Sea borders 
to the South

• Arabian deserts 
estimated to contain 
at least 25% of the 
world’s oil reserves



• Persian Gulf- This 
forms the Eastern 
boundary of the 
Arabian Peninsula. 

• Vast oil reserves are 
found beneath this 
gulf. 

• The gulf is used 
heavily by oil tankers 
transporting oil to 
other nations. 
(Nearly all allies of 
the US depend upon 
oil from the Persian 
Gulf region.)



How are North Africa and the 
Middle East common to one 

another?



The countries in the region are linked 
together by:

• Climate- Much of the region consists of deserts 
and arid land.



This region is important to many of the 
world’s people because:

• Much of the industrialized world, 
(many western countries), depend 
upon its vast oil reserves.



region are linked

• Economy- Oil and Petroleum products are 
major industries while many people remain 
small farmers and herders.



Importance

• It is the birthplace for three of the 
world’s major religions. 
– Judaism
– Christianity
– Islam

• It contains religious sites that are 
considered sacred to many.



region are linked

• Culture- Most of the people in this region 
share a common language and ethnic identity



• It has been and still is considered a 
“crossroads” for world trade. 

• It is the meeting place for three continents.



North Africa- HISTORY



• Islam is the dominant 
religion

• Arabic is the dominant 
language in the region

• French is spoken in 
some areas as a result of 
colonization





Middle East History





Islam vs. Christianity

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f_tc2H6S
bJY



OPEC- Organization of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries

• This is a trade alliance. 
• The goal of OPEC is to end competition between 

member nations. 
• OPEC sets production limits so no one member 

nation will “flood” the market with oil.



• OPEC also establishes fixed prices at which 
member nations will sell their oil.

• OPEC supplies 40% of the world’s oil.

• OPEC members possess about 78% of known 
oil reserves. 



An “oil reserve” is the estimated 
amount of oil that has not been 

pumped out of the ground.



• OPEC members are Algeria, Libya, Nigeria, 
Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Qatar, Saudi 
Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, and 
Venezuela



Arabs
• In AD 642 the Arabs conquered Egypt.

• As a result Arabic is Egypt’s official language 
and 90% of its people are Muslim.





Arab vs. Muslim

– Arab- Arabs are a race or ethnic group. 

• A person must be born Arab.
– NOT THE SAME AS

– Muslim- A follower of the Islamic religion. 

• Anyone can become a Muslim.



Libya

• Libya became an independent nation in 1951 
after years of Italian control. 

• After its independence, it was ruled by a 
monarchy. 

– Even though it was now independent, The King 
kept close ties to Italy and other western 
countries.





• Oil was discovered in Libya 1961, increasing 
the country’s wealth and influence.



• In 1969 Colonel Muammar Quaddafi led a 
revolution and overthrew the monarchy. 

• He believed that the western influence was 
destroying the culture, (the morals and 
values), of his people.



• Quaddafi forced the removal of all signs of 
westernization from his country, even street 
signs printed in Italian.

• Quaddafi remained a vocal enemy of the west 
and especially the United States.



• Libya quit the League of Arab Nations because 
the other Arab nations failed to stand up to 
western political and economic pressures.



Libya kicked Quaddafi out in 2011 


